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Over the summer you will prepare for our study of 
seminal works of British literature by reading one 
dystopian novel and one Shakespearean history play.  
In addition to the reading, you will also watch a film and 
prepare some notes for our discussion in class. 
 
1) Read 1984 by George Orwell. 
Pay attention to the following aspects of the text as you 
read: 

-Symbolism 
-Orwell’s style (diction, syntax, tone, etc.) 
-Connections to historical and contemporary life 

 
2) Read Acts I and II of Henry V by William Shakespeare.  
You must use the FOLGER Edition.  Take advantage of 
all the resources in this edition: the explanatory notes on 
the even numbered pages, the brief summaries at the 
beginning of each scene, and the royal family tree 
included after the title page.   We will pick up where 
you left off when you return to school and finish the play 
in class.  Use post-its or annotate your copy of the text. 
 
3) Watch Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V OR The Hollow 
Crown: Henry V, starring Tom Hiddleston.  The films are 
available to rent through many public libraries in the 
C/W MARS system.   
 
Be prepared to discuss the portrayal of Henry’s 
leadership qualities in the film you have chosen.  I will 
also expect you to be able to identify and analyze the 
major differences between text and film in Acts I and II.

 
Come to class on the first day  
with BOTH TEXTS and YOUR NOTES. 

 
 

 

Have a great summer!   -Ms. Hyde 

 
1984 by George Orwell, 1949 

 
“The dystopia described in George Orwell’s nearly 70-
year-old novel 1984 suddenly feels all too familiar. A 
world in which Big Brother (or maybe the National 
Security Agency) is always listening in, and high-tech 
devices can eavesdrop in people’s homes. (Hey, 
Alexa, what’s up?) A world of endless war, where fear 
and hate are drummed up against foreigners, and 
movies show boatloads of refugees dying at sea. A 
world in which the government insists that reality is not 
“something objective, external, existing in its own 
right” — but rather, “whatever the Party holds to be 
truth is truth. - Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times (2017) 

 
Henry V by William Shakespeare,1600 

 
“Henry V is Shakespeare’s most famous ‘war 
play,’ perhaps because it represents war in such 
a variety of ways and thereby tests whatever 
understanding of war we may bring to it.” 
 -Folger 
 

Famous lines from the play: 
“Once more into the breach, dear friends, once more, 

Or close the wall up with our English dead!” 
 

“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers…” 
 

Henry V  
directed by Kenneth Branagh,1989 

 
“Much has been made of the Branagh Henry's 
anti-romanticism… Some have called it anti-war, 
but it's not exactly that; Branagh, rather, faithfully 
reflects the complex intertwined pro- and anti-
war themes in the actual lines. Which is more 
real? The Henry who sends troops into battle with 
some of the most inspiring images ever coined? 
Or the one who lays out in chilling detail the pain 
and atrocity that will result from the war he is 
about to wage?” -Washington Post Review, 1990 
 

The Hollow Crown: Henry V  
directed by Thea Sharrock, BBC, 2012 

 
“Henry V is a play which, in the past, has been 
used both to justify war (as in Olivier’s 1944 
version) and expose its horrors (Branagh’s, in 
1989). But Sharrock was not going to be drawn 
on a definitive line here. Tom Hiddleston’s Henry 
imbued every word he spoke with ambiguity.”  
-Ben Lawrence, The Telegraph, 2012 

 


